
When the doors of the Milton 
Elementary School auditorium open 
at 4:00 p.m., the excitement of the 
kids who come trooping in in a mix of 
shorts and winter coats is matched 
by the anticipation of the adults who 
are about to lead their afterschool 
activities. “Today we’re going to start 
with Act II, the scene where the villagers 
are very excited to be in the presence 
of the king!” says Mark Stanzilis, 
a Cape Henlopen School District 
paraprofessional with a background 
in theater and music. The students 
are rapt, scripts in hand, eyes on their 
director, ready to take their place in  
the drama.

Stanzilis is part of a team offering 
afterschool programming at Friends 
at Milton Elementary (FAME) on 
Wednesdays. With him are CBH 
AmeriCorps service members Libby 
Hobson and Paul Seyfert, as well as 
volunteers from Milton Arts Guild. The 
collaboration is a new and promising 
model that connects children and 
families to a network of community 
partners and resources. 

For the next 90 minutes, these students 
will learn not just lines and technique, 
but also the skills of collaboration and 
the sense of purpose that comes from 
being a part of something larger than 
oneself. You can feel the kids getting it: 

a sense of energy building among them 
as the lines pass from one to another. 
When Stanzilis works with the crew, it’s 
like he’s imparting a secret knowledge 
as he shows them how to integrate 
sound, music, and lights to make the 
play come alive. “It’s not just the actors 
who make the show,” he assures them. 
“It’s everyone who plays a part in it.” 
What these students are creating is the 
combination of teamwork, openness, 
practice, and perseverance. “It’s about 
camaraderie,” Stanzilis says as the 
students are transitioning to their  
next activity. “It’s about learning to 
work together and discovering how it 
comes together in the end. That’s the 
big goal.” 

Down the hall in the art room, CBH 
AmeriCorps service members Libby 
Hobson and Paul Seyfert help the kids 
make props and scenery. “The thing 

about clay is that you have to keep it 
moving,” Hobson cautions in what could 
double as a good prescription for life in 
general. “If you let it sit, it will dry out 
and get stiff.” 

The students get to work, laughing 
when the clay gets too floppy and 
they have to start over. “I’ve never seen 
a perfect carrot,” Seyfert reassures 
one student who is less than satisfied 
with her first attempt. Clay is a terrific 
medium for teaching children that 
there’s no shame in starting again; 
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Community Partnerships Keep Students 
Learning Long After the Final Bell
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Community Partnerships, continued from page 1

each new attempt bears the wisdom and 
the literal fingerprints of the previous. 

In the cafeteria, another group of students 
gathers around watercolors and paper. 
Their task is to create a pop art-style 
portrait of their favorite Squishmallow 
character, based on a model on a smart 
board at the front of the room. In this 
activity, students learn to balance vision 
and flexibility, to go beyond imitation  
and to put their own personal style into 
their work. 

“Your final challenge is this…” Milton Arts 
Guild Vice President Lynda Rae Gannon 
says from the front of the room. “If 
somebody said they wanted to create a 
Squishmallow character that looked just 
like you, what would it look like? Paint your 
Squishmallow selfie!” The buzz crescendos 
as the ultimate lesson becomes clear: 
That all artistic expression, including 
imitating the models of those before us, 
is about self-expression. We are the final 
product of all the work of our lives. Every 
“mistake” is an opportunity for learning; 
every “imperfection” is just a variation that 
reflects our individuality. The goal, in this 
afterschool program and beyond, is not 
to produce something that is “perfect,” 
but to create something delightful 
and original, and to build meaningful 
relationships along the way.

On April 24, FAME will host its student 
showcase, where all this work — the 
portraits and the props and the 
performance — will be on display for 
parents and the community to see. 

What the public won’t see, but may 
perhaps feel if they’re attuned to it, is 
the joy and vision and friendships behind 
the final products. This is the work that 
Children’s Beach House believes in and 
excels at. The success of this community 
collaboration model has revealed the 
potential for expanded impact, and so 
CBH has applied for two 21st Century 
Community Learning Center (CLCC) grants 
that will fund FAME, as well as the new 
EmpowerED Milton Futures afterschool 
program across town at H. O. Brittingham 
Elementary School, for the 2024–2025 
school year. “Dependable afterschool and 
summer programming is an essential part 
of positive outcomes for children, families, 
and communities,” says CBH Executive 
Director Rich Garrett. “The children of 
Milton are at the heart of how we show 
up as an organization here and across the 
state. We can’t wait to realize the next 
phase of this partnership!”

CBH’s 21st CCLC grant application is 
available for public review at 1800 Bay 
Avenue in Lewes. Interested parties  
may request to read it by calling  
302-645-9184. 
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A Love of Reading Leads  
to a Lifetime of Learning
By 5:30 p.m. on most Tuesdays, the Beach House is 
quieting down as a few families pick up the remaining 
students from the Child Development Center. But at 5:30 
last Tuesday, things were just picking up, as CDC teachers, 
students, and family members prepared for the Beach 
House’s first Family Literacy Night. The event was offered 
as part of a recent grant award from the Delaware Stars 
for Early Success program. The goal, says CDC head 
teacher Kenna Chanoux, was to provide each child with 
a copy of every featured book, along with activities that 
would reinforce the learning and the joy of reading. 

Even before children learn how to combine letters into 
words and sentences, parents can kindle a love of reading. 
“Reading aloud with young children can enrich parent-
child interactions and relationships,” advises the American Academy of Pediatrics, 
“which enhances children’s social-emotional development while building brain 
circuits to prepare children to learn language and early literacy skills.” 

As part of the Literacy Night, preschool students, along with their siblings and 
parents, interacted with storyboards designed to bring the stories they’d read 
to life. Community partners, including Read Aloud Delaware and Lewes Public 
Library, offered games, crafts, and information about other opportunities to keep 
kids excited about reading. The collaboration is an example of the Beach House’s 

commitment to children, families, and communities, 
with the understanding that the health of each 

depends upon the strength of all. 

CBH’s next community event will be the 
Safety Education Enrichment for Kids 
(SEEK) event at Lewes Elementary School, 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 23. Expect fun and information 

from partners like the YMCA, 
4-H, La Red Health 

Center, and local 
law enforcement, 

as well as excellent 
food truck options, 
entertainment, and 
an Easter egg hunt!
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From the  
Executive Director
When people talk about Children’s Beach 
House, they often focus (rightly) on the ways 
we make safe spaces for all kinds of kids to 
find themselves and their way in the world. Or 
they focus on how we help families to identify, 
hone, and leverage their own strengths to reach the goals they set for 
themselves. But what sometimes gets left out is how CBH shows up as 
partners with the community itself. We believe that strong communities 
aren’t just a byproduct of healthy kids and families; we believe strong 
communities contribute to healthy kids and families. In our spring 
newsletter, you’ll read how CBH is showing up in schools and parks 
and more, alongside volunteers and teachers and artists and anyone 
else who wants to be part of our — all of our — success. We hope you’ll 
consider joining us in some capacity. (You’ll find an opportunity inside!) 
We all have so much to share.

With gratitude,

Richard T. Garrett
Executive Director
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CBH’s 2023 Superstars in Business award
Lauren Cooksey & Matt Meyer’s wedding
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